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Key Points

• Spring flood risk is average to slightly below average across 
all of southern Wisconsin
• Main factor is below normal snow pack

• Additional snow pack will increase this risk

• Break Up Ice Jam Risk

• Flooding is still possible, the underlying risk is not elevated 
at this time
• Flooding is possible with rain on frozen ground

• Greatest risk of flooding occurs with snow melt and moderate to 
heavy rain
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Flood Risk Factor Status Risk

Snowpack Below Average Lowers Risk

Soil Moisture Average to Slightly Above Slightly Increases Risk

Frost Depth Lower than Average Slightly Decreases Risk

River Levels Average to Above Average Slightly Increases Risk

Spring Precipitation ? ?

Spring Temperatures ? ?
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Snow Water Equivalent 2/8/23
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Mostly Snow
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Wisconsin River

Snow Water Equivalent 2/8/23 Snow Water Equivalent Percent of Mean 2/8/23
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14 day Mean 
Streamflow Percentile
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Soil Moisture Percentile Frost Depth 2/6/2023
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• 2022: Spring flood risk was below average

• Below normal snow pack

• Drier than normal soils
• Fall and winter precipitation was below average

• Moderate to severe drought conditions in Feb 2022
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e Greater than 50% chance 

of exceeding flood levels
during March-April-May 

Season
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How To Find River Probability Info
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Flood Risk Summary

• Spring flood risk is average to slightly below average across 
all of southern Wisconsin
• Streamflow is near to slightly above normal

• Soil moisture is near to slightly above normal

• Snow water content is average to below normal

• The greatest flood threat occurs if there is a rapid snowmelt 
or heavy rain

• Break up ice jams possible
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e Next Update:

Feb 23-24

Questions?

Sarah Marquardt, Senior Service Hydrologist
NWS Milwaukee/Sullivan

Sarah.Marquardt@noaa.gov


